
27Bibliography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
22Glossary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A D D I T I O N A L I N F O R M A T I O N

214.2 Monthly loan repayments by age and sex, 2001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
204.1 Household income by age and sex,  2001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

F I N A N C E A N D L I F E S T Y L E

18

3.10 Selected age group of care recipient, relationship to provider (graph),

2003 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

173.9 Mature age female divorce rates, (graph), 1981-2001 . . . . . . . . . . . . .
173.8 Mature age males divorce rates, (graph), 1981-2001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
173.7 Age specific marriage rates, by age (graph), 2003 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16

3.6 Registered marital status of defacto married and lone parents, by age and

sex, (graph), 2001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

153.5 Registered marital status by age and sex, 2001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
143.4 Social marital status by age and sex, 2001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
133.3 Mature age persons living alone, by sex (graph), 1971-2001 . . . . . . . . .
123.2 Family type by age and sex, 2001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
103.1 Household type, by age and sex, 2001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

P E O P L E A N D R E L A T I O N S H I P S

8
2.4 Number of bedrooms, couple family without children, by age (graph),

2001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

72.3 Tenure type, by age and sex, 2001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
62.2 Dwelling structure, by age and sex, 2001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
52.1 Dwelling type, by age and sex,  2001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

D W E L L I N G S A N D S T R U C T U R E S

L I S T O F T A B L E S A N D F I G U R E S

19Finance and lifestyle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9People and relationships . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4Dwellings and Structures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3Overview . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2Notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

page

C O N T E N T S

E M B A R G O : 1 1 . 3 0 A M ( C A N B E R R A T I M E ) T H U R S 1 0 M A R 2 0 0 5

MATURE AGE PERSONS
STATISTICAL PROFILE L I V I N G

A R R A N G E M E N T S

4905.0.55.001

! For further information
about these and
related statistics,
contact the National
Information and
Referral Service on
1300 135 070 or
Maryann Wood on
Brisbane
(07) 3222 6206.

I N Q U I R I E S

w w w . a b s . g o v . a u



De n n i s T r e w i n

Au s t r a l i a n S t a t i s t i c i a n

Challenges in relation to population ageing include improving the capacity of older

people for work through better education and health, identifying better incentives for

people to remain in the labour force, and improved flexibility in the workplace.

Mature age persons, i.e. persons aged 45–64 years, have been identified as a key

population group in terms of policy development to address these challenges. The older

members of this group are nearing the traditional retirement age of 65 years and some

have already withdrawn from the labour force. Younger mature age persons are part of

the baby boom cohort which has special significance due to the large number of people

involved.

This profile is a part of the series of Mature Age Persons Statistical Profiles developed to

draw on relevant data sources to provide a comprehensive analysis of the characteristics

of mature age persons. The complete set of profiles covers the following topics:

Population and Cultural Diversity

Labour Force

Health

Housing

Education and Training

Community Life

Living Arrangements

This profile focuses on Living Arrangements of the mature age population.

AB O U T T H I S P U B L I C A T I O N
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Over recent years the issues associated with the structural ageing of the population have

received increased attention by governments and researchers.  Broad issues affecting the

ageing population include ensuring adequate retirement incomes, labour force

participation, healthy ageing and provision of community support, health services and

aged care. Despite continuing social changes such as rising divorce rates and people

remaining single, family networks remain important in terms of financial, practical and

emotional support. While family networks feature in the lives of many people, the size of

the network varies based on factors such as proximity, financial resources, ethnicity and

family structure.

In order to understand the implications of current living arrangements for future older

Australians and their families, we need to take into account the family-related

experiences, and caring commitments of those entering old age.

This profile presents information on the family and household structure of mature age

persons (those aged 45-64 years).  As defined in the Glossary, 'living arrangements'  

refers to the type of dwelling in which a person lives and the people living within that

dwelling. Detailed examination of  the dwelling and structures, people and relationships

and the quality aspects of living arrangements, drawing primarily on data from the

Census of Population and Housing.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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At each Census of Population and Housing, dwellings are classified on the basis of

whether they are private or non-private dwellings, regardless of ownership.

Private dwellings are those where the occupants provide their own meals and are

regarded as being self sufficient.  They can range from separate houses to tents including

units or residences in retirement complexes where self-cooking facilities are installed.

Non-private dwellings are the communal (and  transitory) types of accommodation such

as motels, hostels and nursing home aged accommodation which do not include any

cooking facilities for self sufficiency. See Glossary.

Table 2.1 shows the number of persons of selected age groups by sex that reside in

private and and non-private dwellings.  Approximately  97 out of every 100 people live in

a private dwelling.   This figure remains relatively constant for younger age groups, but

decreases to 92% for those aged 65 years and over.

For those aged 65 years and over, 94% of males live in a private dwelling compared to

90% of females. Within the mature age population, 97% of males live in a private

dwelling compared to 98% of females.

Dwell ing Type

As people age, they experience various life transitions associated with changes in levels

of physical and economic dependence, and personal circumstances.

This section focusses on the physical aspects of living arrangements, that is, the

dwellings, their type and structures and the nature of  tenure, as reported at the 2001

Census.  The physical aspects of the living arrangements of today's mature age

population provides an indicator of future demands for accommodation i.e. for

residential care or to remain supported in their own homes.  This section compares

mature age persons with the total population on selected aspects of their dwellings.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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(a) Includes persons counted in migratory and off-shore
collection districts

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing, 2001

18 972 350598 90118 363 310All ages

2 388 563195 5552 191 81965 and over

4 368 467107 1634 258 755Total
1 776 98844 3911 731 51955–64
2 591 47962 7722 527 23645–54

45–64
12 215 320296 18311 912 7360–44

P E R S O N S

9 606 409282 7509 321 088All ages

1 337 651130 3851 206 85665 and over

2 188 01638 3862 148 960Total
884 36617 400866 62055–64

1 303 65020 9861 282 34045–54
45–64

6 080 742113 9795 965 2720–44

FE M A L E

9 365 941316 1519 042 222All ages

1 050 91265 170984 96365 and over

2 180 45168 7772 109 795Total
892 62226 991864 89955–64

1 287 82941 7861 244 89645–54
45–64

6 134 578182 2045 947 4640–44

MA L E

All

persons(a)
Non-private

dwelling

Occupied

private

dwelling

Age group

(yea r s )

DWELL ING TYPE , by age and sex : 20012.1Dwell ing Type   continued
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(a) Includes other dwelling types and not applicable categories
Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing, 2001

18 972 350168 1201 620 95431 4941 291 24315 040 738All ages

2 388 56342 921253 5395 357215 1241 647 56765 and over

4 368 46764 983309 6356 270262 8823 562 066Total
1 776 98839 503132 4282 685111 7371 422 81355–64
2 591 47925 480177 2073 585151 1452 139 25345–54

45–64
12 215 32060 2161 057 78019 867813 2379 831 1050–44

PE R S O N S

9 606 40972 119834 62015 962700 2167 596 301All ages

1 337 65117 653156 7433 192135 591878 67765 and over

2 188 01629 662154 1713 023144 2781 793 339Total
884 36618 44267 4231 36262 181706 89055–64

1 303 65011 22086 7481 66182 0971 086 44945–54
45–64

6 080 74224 804523 7069 747420 3474 924 2850–44

F E M A L E

9 365 94196 001786 33415 532591 0277 444 437All ages

1 050 91225 26896 7962 16579 533768 89065 and over

2 180 45135 321155 4643 247118 6041 768 727Total
892 62221 06165 0051 32349 556715 92355–64

1 287 82914 26090 4591 92469 0481 052 80445–54
45–64

6 134 57835 412534 07410 120392 8904 906 8200–44

MA L E

All

persons(a)

Caravan,

cabin,

houseboat

All flats,

units or

apartments

Flat, unit or

apartment

attached

to a house

All semi

detached

Separate

house

Age group

(yea r s )

DWELL ING STRUCTURE , by age and sex : 20012.2

The census classifies the structure of private dwellings into four main classes: separate or

detached houses; semidetached dwellings such as townhouses and row or terrace

houses;  flats units or apartments including those attached to houses; and other

dwellings such as caravans. See Glossary.

Table  2.2 shows the types of dwellings where Australians of different ages live.  At the

2001 census, 15.0 million persons (82% of those in private dwellings) were counted in

separate houses.  The proportion of mature age persons is slightly higher at 84% (3.6

million) with less than a 1% variation between mature age males and females. Within the

mature age group there is less consistency, with 85% of those aged 45-54 years living in

separate houses compared with 82% of those aged 55-64 years.

Less than 1% (31,000) of all persons lived in a 'granny flat' (flat or unit attached to

house), with 20% (6,000) of these being mature age persons.

Dwell ing Structure

6 AB S • MA T U R E AG E PE R S O N S ST A T I S T I C A L PR O F I L E , L I V I N G AR R A N G E M E N T S • 49 0 5 . 0 . 5 5 . 0 0 1 • FE B 20 0 5

D W E L L I N G S & S T R U C T U R E S  continued



Further discussion on tenure utilising 'households' as a unit of measure can be found in

an earlier release from this series,  the Mature Age Persons Statistical Report: Housing

(cat. no. 4905.0.55.001). This profile was based on findings of the ABS 2002-2003 Survey

of Income and Housing .

(a) Includes tenure not stated
Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing, 2001

18 363 310449 3744 547 9285 868 6366 745 384All ages

2 191 81972 232267 624108 8811 628 35865 and over

4 258 75580 483666 3511 088 6292 261 297Total
1 731 51932 938235 570255 2511 140 52255–64
2 527 23647 545430 781833 3781 120 77545–54

45–64
11 912 736296 6593 613 9534 671 1262 855 7290–44

P E R S O N S

9 321 088227 2882 312 2292 937 7883 468 320All ages

1 206 85644 122154 95361 993880 37265 and over

2 148 96038 106329 907516 0141 186 022Total
866 62015 927116 706113 385587 67955–64

1 282 34022 179213 201402 629598 34345–54
45–64

5 965 272145 0601 827 3692 359 7811 401 9260–44

FE M A L E

9 042 222222 0862 235 6992 930 8483 277 064All ages

984 96328 110112 67146 888747 98665 and over

2 109 79542 377336 444572 6151 075 275Total
864 89917 011118 864141 866552 84355–64

1 244 89625 366217 580430 749522 43245–54
45–64

5 947 464151 5991 786 5842 311 3451 453 8030–44

MA L E

All persons

in private

dwellings(a)OtherRented

Being

purchased

Fully

owned

Age group

(yea r s )

TENURE TYPE , Persons counted in pr i va te dwel l i ngs , by age
and sex : 20012.3

Tenure, a person's or a household's legal right to occupy the private dwelling in which

they are enumerated, is also reported at the census and provides a measure of

ownership. See Glossary.

Table 2.3  shows that just over half (53%) of all mature age persons in private dwellings

live in a dwelling that is fully owned by a member of the household. A further 26% live in

a dwelling which is being purchased (or under mortgage).  Only 16% of mature age

persons are living in dwellings which are rented. Overall, the likelihood of a person

owning their home increases with age. For older persons aged 65 years and over), 74%

live in private dwellings which are fully owned. A further 5% live in a dwelling which is

being purchased and 12% in rented dwellings.

Type of Tenure
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(a) Occupied private dwellings

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing, 2001

0-44

45-64

65+

0 250000 500000 750000 1000000 1250000
no.

One Bedroom
Two Bedrooms
Three or more bedroroms

NUMBER OF BEDROOMS (a) , Persons in coup le only househo lds :
2001

2.4

Older people tend to live in dwellings with more bedrooms than they might need for

the number of persons living in the household.  Measures of living arrangements, such

as duration of occupancy and number of bedrooms are indicators of a person's tendency

to change their living arrangements as they age.

US U A L RE S I D E N C E

An indicator of how long people have been living in their dwellings is obtained from the

census, including questions on usual residence  'one year ago' and 'five years ago'.  This

provides a measure of population mobility.  Further discussion on mobility of the

mature age population is provided in The Mature Age Persons Statistical Profile:

Population and Cultural Diversity

NU M B E R OF BE D R O O M S

Living in dwellings with more bedrooms than is needed can be due to a number of

factors, including, emotional attachment to the family home, preference for location and

maintaining extra space to accommodate visits from family. Understanding the current

living arrangements of the mature age population may assist in understanding the

impact on living arrangements as they age.

Graph 2.4 shows the number of bedrooms in private dwellings occupied by people living

in couple only households. Of the 2.4 million persons living in dwellings with three or

more bedroom in couple only households, 45% were mature aged compared to the 30%

who were 65 years and over, and 25% were aged less than 45 years.  Conversely, while

69% (34,000) of the 48,000 persons living in dwellings with one bedroom were aged less

than 45 years, 13% were mature age persons.

Other
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In the census, relationships are defined on the basis of a person's type of household.

Households are classified as either family households or non family households. A family

household may comprise several families. A non family household can be either a lone

person or a number of unrelated persons sharing a dwelling as a group household. See

Glossary.

As shown in table 3.1, mature age females (1.8 million) live in family households at the

same proportion (81%) as the total female population (7.8 million). Similarly, 1.7 million

mature age males (79%) live in family households, compared with 81% of the total male

population.

The majority (97%) of the population living in family households, live in one family

households, and for mature age persons this proportion is 98%. Within the mature age

population, 78% of those males aged 45-54 years were living in one family households,

compared with 76% of those males aged 55-64 years. However, for females aged 45-54

years, 82% live in one family households compared with 74% of those females aged

55-64 years.

In 2001 there were 11% of mature age males living as lone persons, compared to 8.4% of

the total male population. For females, 11% of mature age females were living as lone

persons compared to 9.8% of the total female population. Within the mature age male

population, 11% of  those aged 45-54 years live as lone persons and 12% of males aged

55-64 year live as lone persons. Within the mature age female population, 9.0% of those

aged 45-54 years live as lone persons compared with 15% of those aged 55-64 years.

RELATIONSHIP MEASURES

Throughout their life span, many people experience changes in their relationships e.g.

from living with their partner and children to either living only with their partner, living

with other relatives (including their children) or living alone. People who have lost a

partner, or are suffering from ill-health often find family members a valuable source of

care and companionship. The current relationships of mature aged persons provide an

indicator of the level of support that may be available in the future.

This section examines in more detail the people and the relationship aspects of living

arrangements. It also considers the determinants or the underlying factors that impact

on their status. The main source of information is the 2001 Census of Population and

Housing.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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Within the census, family households are also classified by the type of family,

differentiating between couple families (with and without children) and single parent

families with children.  Children in both couple and single parent type families are

further differentiated on the basis of age and dependence. See Glossary.

Of the 12.6 million persons who lived as a couple family with or without children, 3.1

million ( 24%) were mature age persons, as shown in table 3.2. The 55% (924,000) of all

mature age males living in a couple with children family, was greater in both number and

proportion than for the 749,000 (43%) mature age females living in a couple with

children family.

FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing, 2001(a) Includes visitors and not applicable categories

18 972 3502 346 112619 6661 726 44615 299 96522 397360 48314 917 085All ages

2 388 563651 14934 547616 6021 434 6051 09135 9941 397 52065 and over

4 368 467586 02388 793497 2303 492 8452 99681 2513 408 598Total
1 776 988277 17735 217241 9601 368 1221 26837 5381 329 31655–64
2 591 479308 84653 576255 2702 124 7231 72843 7132 079 28245–54

45–64
12 215 3201 108 940496 326612 61410 372 51518 310243 23810 110 9670–44

P E R S O N S

9 606 4091 214 533273 684940 8497 756 51111 638188 7447 556 129All ages

1 337 651460 81817 177443 641693 53354416 617676 37265 and over

2 188 016290 33039 838250 4921 770 1481 61143 7951 724 742Total
884 366151 30316 404134 899672 23666919 090652 47755–64

1 303 650139 02723 434115 5931 097 91294224 7051 072 26545–54
45–64

6 080 742463 385216 669246 7165 292 8309 483128 3325 155 0150–44

FE M A L E

9 365 9411 131 579345 982785 5977 543 45410 759171 7397 360 956All ages

1 050 912190 33117 370172 961741 07254719 377721 14865 and over

2 180 451295 69348 955246 7381 722 6971 38537 4561 683 856Total
892 622125 87418 813107 061695 88659918 448676 83955–64

1 287 829169 81930 142139 6771 026 81178619 0081 007 01745–54
45–64

6 134 578645 555279 657365 8985 079 6858 827114 9064 955 9520–44

MA L E

TotalGroup 

Lone

person TotalThree TwoOne 

All

persons(a)

NON-FAMILY HOUSEHOLDFAMILY HOUSEHOLD

Age  group  (yea r s )

HOUSEHOLD TYPE , by age and sex : 20013.1
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Of the total population living in families, 14% (2.0 million) were living in a one parent

family. The proportion for the mature age population was 9% (311,000). The proportion

of mature age females living in a one parent family with children at 11% (220,000) was

more than double the proportion for mature age males living in a one parent family with

children at  4.5% (92,000).  For females aged 45-54 years, the proportion was 14%

(156,000) was more than double the 6.4% (65,000) for males of this age.

For males aged 45-54 years, 68% lived in a couple with children family, compared to 36%

of those aged 55-64 years.  For females aged 45-54 years 54% lived in a couple with

children family compared to 24% of those females aged 55-64.

Of all mature age persons, 41% live in a couple family without children. For mature age

males the proportion of those living as a couple family without children is 38% (655,000)

compared with 43% (753,000) of mature age females.  Within the mature age

population, 25% (254,000) of males aged 45-54 and 59% (402,000) of males aged 55-64

years live as a couple without children family.  For females, 30% (330,000) of females

aged 45-54 years and 65% (422,000) of females aged 55-64 years live as a couple without

children family.

FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS

continued

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing, 2001(a) Excludes family members who were temporarily absent on census night.
Also excludes overseas visitors.

14 845 7801 388 1803 418 6101 334 2032 084 40710 038 990Total

188 72828 45425 82611 97713 849134 448Other family

2 021 307114 411311 07990 123220 9561 595 817Total

502 05699 590171 34868 337103 011231 118
One parent family with non-dependent children

only

228 7461 36518 9931 15617 837208 388
One parent family with children under 15 and

dependent students

225 1423 09660 4778 96451 513161 569One parent family with dependent students
1 065 36310 36060 26111 66648 595994 742One parent family with children under 15

One parent family

3 509 3311 047 4351 407 979823 730584 2491 053 917Couple family without children

9 126 414197 8801 673 726408 3731 265 3537 254 808Total

1 336 973147 421636 929266 783370 146552 623
Couple family with non-dependent children

only

1 366 8147 088233 65915 097218 5621 126 067
Couple family with children under 15 and

dependent students

1 073 44212 939436 24175 815360 426624 262Couple family with dependent students
5 349 18530 432366 89750 678316 2194 951 856Couple family with children under 15

Couple family with children
Total

55–64

years

45–54

years

All

ages

65

years

or

over

45–64 YEARS

0–44

years

FAMILY TYPE BY AGE (a) , Persons in fami l i es in occup ied pr i va te dwel l i ngs —20013.2
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The ABS uses the concept of 'social marital status' in defining persons as living in a

'couple family' where a person is simply classified as either 'married' or 'not married' .

There is further disaggregation of 'married' to distinguish 'registered married' from 'de

facto married'. The 'not married' group includes lone parents and lone persons.

Marital Status

Relationships, namely household type and family type, determine a person's 'living

arrangements' (e.g. as living in a family or non family household in a particular type of

dwelling structure). The status of those relationships are subject to change. The

underlying determinant of a relationship is the formation of a couple family by marriage

or cohabitation and the dissolution of that union through separation, divorce or death.

The following section explores the relationship determinants of the mature age

population.

RE L A T I O N S H I P

DE T E R M I N A N T S

(a) Excludes all visitors.
(b) As a percentage of all mature age males, females or persons respectively.

1971 1981 1991 2001
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MATURE AGE PERSONS LIV ING ALONE (a) , by sex —at se lec ted
censuses since 1971

3.3

As shown previously (table 3.1), not all persons living in private dwelling households are

members of a family, with 12% (2.3 million) of the total population and 13% (586,000) of

the mature age population living in non family households.  These non family

households comprise members of group households and lone persons.

LO N E PE R S O N S

In 2001, 11% (474,000) of the mature age population lived as lone persons, compared

with 9%(1.6 million) of the total population.

There has been a significant growth in 'lone persons' in Australia over the last 30 years.

In 1971,  5.0% (482,000) of the population aged 15 and over  were living alone compared

with 11% (1,616,000), of the total population aged 15 and over in 2001 (ABS, 2003).

Graph 3.3  shows the increases in the proportions of mature age males, females and

persons living alone for the period 1971 to 2001. The proportion of mature age persons

living alone increased from 7% (166,000) in 1971 to 11% (474,000) in 2001. The

proportion of mature age males doubled over the same 30 year period from 5% to 11%.

For mature age females, the proportion living alone increased from 8% to 11% from 191

to 2001.

NON FAMILY

HOUSEHOLDS
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Although, social marital status determines family composition, the census also collects

data on a person's registered marital status which includes formally registered marriages

and divorces. This information defines a person's relationship status in terms of  whether

he or she has had a registered marriage with another person.  Accordingly, people are  

classified as either 'never married', 'separated', 'widowed'  'divorced' and 'married'.

(a) Applicable to persons aged 15 years and over present in a private household on Census night.
(b) Includes persons in non-private dwellings, migratory and off-shore collection districts and

overseas visitors
Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing, 2001
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SOCIAL MARITAL STATUS (a) , by age and sex : 20013.4

Of the 15 million persons aged 15 years and over in 2001, 8.0 million (53%) reported

that they were married. For mature age persons, 70% reported as being married (3.0

million), as shown in table 3.4. The proportion for mature age males is slightly higher at

72% (1.6 million), compared with  mature age females at 68% (1.5 million).  Within the

mature age female population, 70% of those aged 45-54 years reported as married,

compared with 65% of those aged 55-64 years.

Marital Status  continued
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RE G I ST E R E D M AR I T A L ST A TU S

The following section examines the proportions of the 'registered married' of the mature

age population with the total population.  It examines those in family households living

as a defacto couple or lone parents.

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing, 2001
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REGISTERED MARITAL STATUS, by age and sex : 20013.5

Table 3.5 shows that for the total population aged 15 and over, 32% (4.8 million) had

'never married' and that 51% (7.7 million) were currently 'married'. For mature aged

persons, 7% (318,000) reported 'never married' and 71% indicated they are currently  

'married'.  The proportion of mature age persons  who reported their registered marital

status as 'divorced' was 12% (565,000) compared with  7% (1.1 million) for the total

population.

The proportion of mature age persons who are widowed is 4% (157,000) compared with

6% (927,000) for the total population (which includes 742,000 widowers aged 65 and

over).  Within the mature age population, 2% of males were 'widowed' compared with

6% of females who were 'widowed'.

Marital Status  continued
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The ABS compiles annual data on registered marriages and divorces obtained from state

and territory Registrars' of Births, Deaths and Marriages and the Family and Federal

Magistrates Courts, respectively.

In 2003, a total of 106,394 marriages were registered. This included 13,051 with mature

age bridegrooms (1,838 never married and 11,213 remarried) and 9,291 with mature age

brides (952 never married and 8,339 remarried). The age-specific marriage rate for

mature age bridegrooms was 5.5 per 1,000 population and 3.9 per 1,000 for mature age

brides in 2003. These figures have remained fairly constant over the last twenty years

(ABS 2004).

Registered Marriages and

Divorces

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing, 2001

Never married

Married

Separated

Widowed

Divorced
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%

Mature age defacto married
Total population defacto married
Mature age lone parents
Total population lone parents

REGISTERED MARITAL STATUS OF DE FACTO MARRIED AND LONE
PARENTS, mature age persons and tota l popu la t i on : 20013.6

Defacto Married

Of the 989,000 of the total population who identified as 'defacto married' at the 2001

census, 19% were mature aged persons.  Graph 3.6 shows that 68% of defacto married of

the total population had 'never married', compared to 21% of the mature age defacto

married. However, the proportions of defacto married mature age males with a 'never

married' status was 24% and defacto married mature age females was 18%. For the total

population, 24%  of persons who were defacto married were registered divorcees,

compared with 60% of the mature age defacto married who were divorced.  Similar

proportions applied to both mature age male (59%) and mature age females (62%), with

respect to defacto married who were divorced.

Lone Parents

Of the 763,000 of the total population who identified as 'lone parents' at the 2001

census,  33% were mature age persons. A third (33%) of lone parents of all ages had

'divorced' compared to 47% of mature age lone parents identifying as divorced.  While

23% of lone parents of all ages had never married, only 6% of the mature age lone

parents had identified as 'never married'.  The proportion of mature age lone parent

males identified as 'separated' was 27% compared with 21% of mature age lone parent

females.

Marital Status  continued
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(a) age-specific rate per 1,000 married males at 30 June for each year.

Source: Marriages and Divorces, 2002 ABS cat.no. 3310.0
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MATURE AGE MALE DIVORCE RATES, by age group —1981-20013.8

In 2002, there were 19,715 mature age males divorced and 15,359 mature age females

divorced. As shown in graphs 3.8 and 3.9, the divorce rates have increased for all mature

age persons over the twenty year period from 1981 to 2001.

(a) rate per 1,000 population in that age group

Source: Marriages and Divorces 2002 ABS cat.no. 3310.0; Marriages, Australia 2003

 ABS cat. no. 3306.0.55.001.
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AGE-SPECIF IC MARRIAGE RATES, Selec ted age groups3.7
Registered Marriages and

Divorces  continued
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Caring is a culturally defined response to a need arising in the family or community for

assistance and support to its members.  In its broadest sense, caring encompasses many

of the daily interactions that maintain and enhance human relationships.  A carer may

provide assistance within or outside their own home, and to more than one person.  The

assistance may be provided to family members or friends.  Most informal care

arrangements exist between family members, resulting in caring relationships that reflect

the respective life stages of carers and the recipient of the care.

Those carers who live with their recipient may lack the time and space to physically

recuperate and/or engage in activities that maintain personal well-being.  The 2003

Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers, collected information on informal care

arrangements, the relationship to the provider and whether the recipient lived in the

same household.

Of those who provided informal care in 2003, 78% (371,200) of primary carers provided

care to recipients who live in the same household. Mature age persons comprised 40%

of all primary carers providing care to recipients in the same household.  In comparison,

persons aged 15-44 years comprised 31%, with persons aged 65 years and over

comprising 28% of those providing primary care for recipients in the same household.

For mature age persons providing primary care for persons in the same household, 49%

was for  partners, 22 for a child and  28% for a parent.

OT H E R R E L A T I O N S H I P S

Caring

Further information on marriages and divorces can be found in the ABS electronic

publications Marriages, Australia 2003 (cat. no. 3306.0.55.001) and Divorces, Australia

2003 (cat. no. 3307.0.55.001).

(a) age-specific rate per 1,000 married females at 30 June for each year.

Source: Marriages and Divorces, 2002  ABS cat.no. 3310.0
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3.9
Registered Marriages and

Divorces  continued
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Source: Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers, 2003 ABS cat. no. 4430.0
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3.10
Caring  continued
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The economic well-being of people is largely determined by their control over economic

resources.  For most households, these economic resources are derived from income

received in the form of wages and salaries, investment income or support from

government.

In 2001, 52% (8,282,000) of households weekly income was less than $1000 per week,

with 22% being mature age households.

As shown in table 4.1, in 2001, 48% (858,000) of mature age male household earned less

than $1000.  For those households with males age 55-64 years, 58% (434,000) earned

less  than $1000 per week and 23%(175,000) earned $1500 or more per week.

Within the mature age female population, 44% (471,000) of those aged 45-54 years and

67% (510,000) of those aged 55-64 years earned less than $1000 per week.

F I N A N C E S

Income

While the traditional concept of living arrangements focuses on the 'dwellings and

structures' and ' people and relationships' covered previous sections, the quality of those

'living arrangements' is influenced by a person's financial status and lifestyle.  With life

expectancy increasing, the current financial status and lifestyle of today's mature age

population may provide an indication of the expected 'quality' of their future living

arrangements.

This section focuses on quality aspects of living arrangements, financial status and

lifestyle. Financial data on income and expenditure is based on information reported in

the 2001 Census of Population and Housing.  More comprehensive discussion on

household income, wealth and housing costs can be found in the previously issued

Mature Age Persons Statistical Report: Housing.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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Housing costs and other financial outlays can be a major component of total living costs.

Financial outlays reported in the census include monthly loan repayments and weekly

rent paid.

Of the 832,000 persons living in households with monthly loan repayments of less than

$500, over 25% (212,000) were mature aged persons, compared with 70% who were

aged 44 years and under and 4% aged 65 years and over. Conversely, of the 241,000

persons living in households paying $2500 or more 20% (47,000) were mature aged,

compared with 79% who were aged less than 45 years.

Expendi ture

1 9282 1643 3928 21072Total

63731541 605765 and over

5345107351 82118
45–64

Total

151152255935955–64
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PE R S O N S
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HOUSEHOLD INCOME, by age and sex4.1Income  continued
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Further discussion on the health and community life of mature age persons can be

found in Mature Age Persons Statistical Profile: Health and Mature Age Persons

Statistical profile: Community Life.

Other

LA B O U R F O R C E

Most people participate in the labour force at some point in their lives, with paid work

the main source of income for many Australians.  Participating in paid work also provides

opportunities for social interaction and job satisfaction and employment can influence

our current and future living arrangements.   A more comprehensive discussion of

labour force participation by mature age persons can be found in the previously issued,

Mature Age Persons Statistical Report: Labour Force.  Discussion includes the labour

force participation rates of the mature age population and detail of the type of

employment and a measure of underemployment.

L I F E S T Y L E

Activi t ies

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing, 2001
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MONTHLY HOUSEHOLD MORTGAGE REPAYMENTS, by age and sex4.2
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The crude marriage rate is the number of marriages registered during the calendar year
per 1,000 estimated resident population at 30 June. For years prior to 1992, the crude
marriage rate was based on the mean estimated resident population for the calendar
year. In the interpretation of this rate, it must be kept in mind that a large and varying

Crude marriage rate

A family based on two persons who are in a registered or de facto marriage and who are
usually resident in the same household. The family may include any number of
dependents, non-dependents and other related individuals. It is not necessary for a
parent–child relationship to be formed, thus a couple family can consist of a couple
without children present in the household.

Couple family

Cohabiting couples refer to males and females, both aged at least 15 years, who are in a
registered or de facto marriage and are usually resident in the same household.

Cohabiting couples

See Child.Children

A person of any age who is a natural, adopted, step or foster son or daughter of a couple
or lone parent, usually resident in the same household, and who does not have a child
or partner of their own usually resident in the household. A child is also any individual
under 15, usually resident in the household, who forms a parent–child relationship with
another member in the household. This includes otherwise related children aged under
15 years and unrelated children aged under 15 years.

In the 2003 Family Characteristics Survey, an individual aged 15–17 years who was
identified as being under the guardianship (see guardian) of another person aged 15
years and over in the household was also classified as a child.

Child

A person of any age who provides any informal assistance, in terms of help or
supervision, to persons with disabilities or long-term conditions, or older persons (i.e.
aged 60 years and over). This assistance has to be ongoing, or likely to be ongoing, for at
least six months. Assistance to a person in a different household relates to 'everyday
types of activities', without specific information on the activities. Where the care
recipient lives in the same household, the assistance is for one or more of the following
activities:
! cognition or emotion
! communication
! health care
! housework
! meal preparation
! mobility
! paperwork
! property maintenance
! self care
! transport.

Carer

Cared accommodation includes hospitals, homes for the aged such as nursing homes
and aged-care hostels, cared components of retirement villages, and other 'homes', such
as children's homes.

Cared accommodation

Because of the different purposes to which they are put, two different populations may
be used in the calculation of age-specific marriage rates: Per 1,000 population—this
relates the number of marriages of males or females registered in a calendar year, by age
at marriage, to the estimated resident population in the same age. Males and females
aged under 15 years are excluded from the population. Per 1,000 not registered married
population—this relates the number of marriages of males or females registered in a
calendar year, by age at marriage, to the not registered married population of males or
females of the same age at 30 June. Males and females aged under 15 years are excluded
from the population.

Wherever used, the definition adopted is indicated.

Age-specific marriage rates
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A group of two or more related or unrelated people who usually reside in the same
dwelling and who make common provision for food and other essentials for living; or a
person living in a dwelling who makes provision for his or her own food and other
essentials for living without combining with any other person. Thus a household may
consist of:
! one person
! one family

Household

A person aged 15 years and over who is reported as being the guardian or main carer of
any child(ren) aged 0–17 years, regardless of the existence of any legal arrangement.
Throughout this publication, the use of the term 'parent' also refers to guardians.

Guardian

A household consisting of two or more unrelated people where all persons are aged 15
years or over. There are no reported couple relationships, parent-child relationships or
other blood relationships in these households.

Group household

A person who lives with a person or persons who are not his or her natural, adoptive or
step parent(s). The definition of foster child includes dependent and non-dependent
children. If the foster child is no longer dependent, but still regards his or her
relationship with appropriate members of the household as a parent–child relationship,
then he or she remains a foster child.

Foster child

The differentiation of families based on the presence or absence of couple relationships,
parent–child relationships, child dependency relationships or other blood relationships,
in that order of preference.

Family type

The classification of families according to whether they are either intact families, step
families, blended families, other couple families, or lone parent families. In this
publication family structure is only presented for families with children aged 0–17 years.

Family structure

This is a classification of families according to the particular stage of life of couple
families with and without children and lone parent families. Couple families without
children are classified according to the age of the female partner: this group will include
couple families who are yet to have children and those whose children have grown up
and left home. Couple families with children and lone parent families are classified
according to the age of youngest child: these range from families with children aged 0–2
years to those with non-dependent children aged 25 years and over, who may in fact be
looking after aged parents in a caring role.

Family life stage

Two or more persons, one of whom is at least 15 years of age, who are related by blood,
marriage (registered or de facto), adoption, step or fostering; and who are usually
resident in the same household. The basis of a family is formed by identifying the
presence of a couple relationship, lone parent–child relationship or other blood
relationship. Some households will, therefore, contain more than one family.

Family

The official measure of the population of Australia is based on the concept of residence.
It refers to all people, regardless of nationality or citizenship, who usually live in
Australia, with the exception of foreign diplomatic personnel and their families. It
includes usual residents who are overseas for less than 12 months. It excludes overseas
visitors who are in Australia for less than 12 months.

Estimated resident population
(ERP)

A dependent child is an individual who is either a child aged under 15 years or a child
aged 15–24 years who is a full-time dependent student (see dependent student). To be
regarded as a child the individual cannot have a partner or a child of his or her own
usually resident in the household.

Dependent child

The relationship between two people who live together in a consensual union who are
not registered as married to each other. A de facto marriage may exist between a couple
of the opposite sex or of the same sex.

De facto marriage

proportion of the population used in the denominator is below the minimum age of
marriage or is already married.

Crude marriage rate  
continued

AB S • MA T U R E AG E PE R S O N S ST A T I S T I C A L RE P O R T , L I V I N G AR R A N G E M E N T S • 49 0 5 . 0 . 5 5 . 0 0 1 • FE B 20 0 5 23

G L O S S A R Y  continued



A natural, step, adopted or foster child of a couple or lone parent usually resident in the
household, aged 15 years and over and who is not a full-time student aged 15–24 years,
and who has no partner or child of his or her own usually resident in the household.

Non-dependent child

A person who has never been a partner in a registered marriage.Never married

Households which consist of more than one family.Multifamily households

See Housing Loan RepaymentsMortgage

The median value is that value which divides the population into two equal parts, one
half having values lower than the median, and one half having values higher than it.

Median

For the purposes of this publication, mature age persons refers to persons aged between
45 and 64 years.

Mature age persons

A person's social marital status refers to their current living arrangements, that is
whether or not they are living with another person in a couple relationship either in a
registered marriage (see registered marriage) or a de facto marriage (see de facto
marriage). A person's registered marital status refers to their status in relation to a legally
registered marriage as either never married, currently married, separated, divorced or
widowed. Some persons who are not living with their partner may still report their status
as currently registered married rather than separated.

Marital status

Where a primary carer is caring for more than one person, the main recipient of care is
the one receiving the most help or supervision. A sole recipient is also classed as a main
recipient. The assistance has to be ongoing, or likely to be ongoing, for at least six
months and be provided for one or more of the core activities of communication,
mobility and self care.

Main recipient of care

A person who makes provision for his or her food and other essentials for living, without
combining with any other person to form part of a multi-person household. He or she
may live in a dwelling on their own or share a dwelling with another individual or family.

Lone person

A person who has no spouse or partner usually resident in the household but who forms
a parent–child relationship with at least one child usually resident in the household.

Lone parent

In this publication, living in households refers to those persons enumerated as part of
the household component, and includes those living in private dwellings, and some
non-private dwellings such as motels, boarding houses and self-care units in retirement
villages, but excluding cared accommodation (see entry for Other non-private dwelling).

Living in households

Living arrangements refers to whether the person lives alone, with other family members
or with other unrelated individuals; whether a person lives in a private dwelling, cared
accommodation or other non-private dwelling.

Living arrangements

A couple family containing at least one child aged 0–17 years who is the natural or
adopted child of both members of the couple, and no child aged 0–17 years who is the
step child of either member of the couple. Intact families may also include other
children who are not the natural children of either parent.

Intact family

This variable records the housing loan repayments being paid by a household to
purchase the dwelling in which it was enumerated (also applicable to caravans).

Housing Loan Repayment

This variable is the sum of the Individual Incomes (INCP) of each resident present in the
household on Census Night.  If any resident aged 15 years and over is temporarily
absent, or does not state their income, then Household Income (HIND) is not derived
for that household.

Household Income

! one family and related individual(s)
! related families with or without unrelated individual(s)
! unrelated families with or without unrelated individual(s)
! unrelated individuals.

Household continued

24 AB S • MA T U R E AG E PE R S O N S ST A T I S T I C A L RE P O R T , L I V I N G AR R A N G E M E N T S • 49 0 5 . 0 . 5 5 . 0 0 1 • FE B 20 0 5

G L O S S A R Y  continued



Dwellings used as a private place of residence including separate houses, semi-detached,
row or terrace houses, townhouses, flats, units, apartments, caravans, cabins,
houseboats, improvised homes, tents, sleepers out, and houses or flats attached to a
shop or office. Also classified as a private dwelling is self-care accommodation for the
retired or aged where the occupants provide their own meals and are regarded as being
self-sufficient.

Private dwelling

A primary carer is a person who provides the most informal assistance, in terms of help
or supervision, to a person with one or more disabilities. The assistance has to be
ongoing, or likely to be ongoing, for at least six months and be provided for one or more
of the core activities (communication, mobility and self care). In the Survey of Disability
Ageing and Carers 2003, primary carers only include persons aged 15 years and over for
whom a personal interview was conducted. Persons aged 15 to 17 years were only
interviewed personally if parental permission was granted.

Primary carer

A person in a couple relationship with another person usually resident in the same
household. The couple relationship may be in either a registered or de facto marriage. .

Partner

A natural, step, adoptive or foster mother or father of a child usually resident in the same
household.

In the 2003 Family Characteristics Survey, any other individual aged 15 years and over
who was identified as being a guardian (see guardian) of a child aged 0–17 years was also
classified as being a parent.

Parent

An individual who is related to members of the household, but who does not form a
couple relationship or parent–child relationship (see child). He or she can be related
through blood, step and in-law relationships and include any direct ancestors or
descendants. Relatives beyond first cousin are excluded.

Other related individuals can form their own family type or can be attached to an already
existing family. Those related individuals who reside in the same household and who do
not form a couple or parent–child relationship with any other person in the household
are classified as an other family.

In cases where a couple family or one parent family has been formed, any persons who
are related to members of these families and are usual residents of the household are
other related individuals. In these circumstances they can be identified at the detailed
level of the Family Type classification.

Other related individual

A family of other related individuals residing in the same household. These individuals
do not form a couple or parent-child relationship with any other person in the
household and are not attached to a couple or one parent family in the household.

Other family

A lone parent with at least one child (regardless of age) who is also usually resident in
the family household. The family may also include any number of other related
individuals.

One parent family

Establishments which provide communal or transitory type accommodation including
hotels, motels, boarding houses, boarding schools, residential colleges, hospitals,
hostels for disabled, nursing homes, cared accommodation for the retired or aged,
hostels for homeless, night shelters, refuges, childcare institutions, corrective
institutions, other welfare institutions, prisons, convents, monasteries, and nurse/staff
quarters.

Non-private dwelling

In the 2003 Family Characteristics Survey, any other individual aged 15–17 years who
was identified as being under the guardianship (see guardian) of another person aged 15
years and over in the household, who was not a full-time student, and who had no
partner or child of his or her own usually resident in the household was also classified as
a non-dependent child.

Non-dependent child
continued
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Data presented on year of registration basis relate to the date the event was registered.Year of registration

Usual residence within Australia refers to that address at which the person has lived or
intends to live for a total of six months or more in a given reference year.

Usual residence

A person who lives in a family household, but who is not related to any person in any of
the families in the household, but who shares meals with a family, e.g. a boarder.

Unrelated individual (living in
a family household)

A marital or de facto partner.Spouse

A parental care arrangement in which the resident parent cares for the child for more
than 70% of the time.

Sole care

Accommodation for the retired or aged where the occupants provide their own meals
and are regarded as being  self-sufficient.

Self-care accommodation

A marriage between two people, usually resident in the same household, that has been
registered and for which they hold a marriage certificate.

Registered marriage

Registered marital status is a person's relationship status in terms of whether he or she
has, or has had, a registered marriage with another person. Accordingly, people are
classified as either widowed, divorced, separated, married or never married. The
partners in a registered marriage must be of the opposite sex as same-sex relationships
cannot be registered as marriages in Australia.

Registered marital status
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Australian Bureau of Statistics 2003, Census of Population and Housing: Ageing In

Australia, 2001, cat. no. 2048.0, ABS Canberra.

Australian Bureau of Statistics 2004, Marriages, Australia, 2003, cat. no. 3306.0.55.001,
ABS Canberra.
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Subscription Services, ABS, GPO Box 2796Y,      
Melbourne Vic 3001
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(03) 9615 7848FAX

subscriptions@abs.gov.auEMAIL

1300 366 323PHONE

ABS subscription services provide regular, convenient and
prompt deliveries of selected ABS publications and
products as they are released. Email delivery of monthly
and quarterly publications is available.

  

W H Y N O T S U B S C R I B E ?

Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001POST

1300 135 211FAX

client.services@abs.gov.auEMAIL

1300 135 070PHONE

Data already published that can be provided within five
minutes will be free of charge. Our information consultants
can also help you to access the full range of ABS
information—ABS user pays services can be tailored to
your needs, time frame and budget. Publications may be
purchased. Specialists are on hand to help you with
analytical or methodological advice.

I N F O R M A T I O N S E R V I C E

This service now provides only current Consumer Price
Index statistics call 1900 986 400 (call cost 77c per
minute).

DIAL-A-STATISTIC

For current and historical Consumer Price Index data, call
1902 981 074 (call cost 77c per minute).

CPI INFOLINE

A range of ABS publications is available from public and
tertiary libraries Australia-wide. Contact your nearest library
to determine whether it has the ABS statistics you require,
or visit our web site for a list of libraries.

LIBRARY

www.abs.gov.au   the ABS web site is the best place to
start for access to summary data from our latest
publications, information about the ABS, advice about
upcoming releases, our catalogue, and Australia Now—a
statistical profile.
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